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Canaan

After leaving Haran with his family, Canaan was 
Abraham’s next stop. Canaan was the name of a  
large and prosperous country that corresponds 

roughly to present-day Israel, Lebanon, Syria, and 
Jordan. This land would eventually become the  

land of Abraham’s descendants, but when  
Abraham first arrived, it was ridden with famine. 

Read Genesis 12:5–7, 10. 
Find Canaan on the map.

Ur

Abraham’s father was from Ur in the Fertile Crescent, 
and this is where Abraham first lived. Sometime 

around 1900 BC, the Lord told Abraham to leave his 
home and go to a land and country that He would 
show him. Abraham left with his family, his father, 

and his nephew Lot. Find Ur on the map.

Haran

Haran was the first stopping place after Abraham 
left Ur. Abraham’s father, Terah, died here. The Lord 
called Abraham to move again. Read Genesis 12:1–4. 

Find Haran on the map.
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Patrick Henry gave a powerful speech to the 
Second Virginia Convention at this time. The 

1817 transcript of this speech has become famous, 
especially for its closing words: “Give me liberty 

or give me death!” Not all the attendees were sure 
that revolution was necessary. Henry’s passionate 
speech inspired them to join the revolution, later 

leading Congress to become more united in its 
actions.

John Hancock was elected president of the 
Continental Congress on May 24, 1775.

In June 1775 George Washington was unanimously 
chosen as commander in chief of the Continental 

Army. His noble character and his experience in the 
French and Indian War made him a strong candidate 

for this position. Washington seemed to take the 
position out of duty and a love of liberty rather than a 

desire for power or fame.
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